House  of  Representatives 
Official  Hansard 

No.  19, 1901 
Thursday,  9  May  1901 

FIRST  PARLIAMENT 
FIRST  SESSION 


BY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


GOVERNOE-GENERAL. 

His  Excellency  The  Bight  Honorable  Tee  Earl  of  Hopetoue,  a  Member  of  His  Majesty's 
Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  Elnight  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Most  Hoble  Order  of 
the  Thistle,  Knight  Orand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distii^uished  Order  of  Saint  Michael 
and  Saint  George,  Knight  Orand  Cross  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order,  and  Coramander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia.  (Sworn,  1st  January,  1901  ;  Recalled, 
9th  May,  1902.) 


ACTING  GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

His  Excellency  the  Bight  Honorable  Kallam  Barox  Tennyson,  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  George,  and  Commander-in-Chiet 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Aastralia.  (Sworn,  17th  July,  1902.) 


THE  MINISTRY. 

The  Right  Honorable  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  P.C.,  Minister  for  External  Affairs. 

'  G.C.M.G.,  K.C. 

The  Honorable  Alfred  Deakin  ...  ...  ...  Attorney-General. 

n  Sir  William  John  Lyne,  K.GM.G.  ...  Minister  for  Home  Affairs. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Sir  George  Turner,  P.C.,  K.C.M.G.  Treasurer. 

n  tt  Charles  Cameron  Kingston,  F.C.,  K.C.  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs. 

»  H  Sir  John  Forrest,  F.C.,  G.C.M.G.  ...  Minister  for  Defence. 

The  Honorable  James  George  Drake  ...  ...  ...  Fostmaater-General. 

»  Bichard  Edward  O’Connor,  K.C.  ..  Vice-Fresident  of  Executive  Council. 

/;  Sir  Fhilip  Oakley  Fysh,  K.C.M.G.  ...  Without  portfolio. 
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IMEMBERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 


First  Parliament. — First  Session. 


President. — The  Hon.  Sir  Sichard  Chafifey  Baker,  K.C.M.G.,  K.C. 


Baker,  Hon.  Sir  B.iohard  Chaffey,  K.C.M.6.,  K.C. 

Barrett,  John  George 

•Best,  Hon,  Robert  Wallace  ... 

Cameron,  Lieut. -Col.  Cyril  St.  Clair 
Charleston,  David  Morley 
Clemons,  John  Singleton 
Dawson,  Anderson 
De  Largie,  Hugh 
Dobson,  Hon.  Henry  ... 

Downer,  Hon.  Sir  John  William,  K.C.M.G.,  BLC. 

Drake,  Hon.  James  George 
Bwmg,  Norman  Kirkwood 
Ferguson,  John 
Fraser,  Hon.  Simon  ... 

Glassey,  Thomas 

Gould,  Lieut.-Col.  Hon.  Albert  John  ... 

Harney,  Edward  Augustine 
Higgs,  William  Guy  ... 

Keating,  John  Henry 
Macfarlane,  James 
Hatheson,  Alexander  Perceval 
McGregor,  Gregor 
Milieu,  Edward  Davis 
Neild,  Lieut.-Col.  John  Cash  ... 

O’Connor,  Hon.  Richard  Edward 
O’Keefe,  David  John  ... 

Pearce,  George  Foster 
Playford,  Hon.  Thomas 

Pulsford,  Edward  ...  ...  ...  L" 

Sargood,  Lieut.-Col.  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Thomas,  K.C.M.G. 
Smith.  Miles  Staniforth  Cater 
Stewart,  James  Charles  ... 

Styles,  James  ...  ,  -•• 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah  Henry,  K.C.M.G.,  K.C. 

Walker,  James  Thomas  ... 

Eeal,  Hon.  Sir  William  Austin,  K.C.M.G.  . 


South  Australia. 
Victoria. 

// 

Tasmania, 

.South  Australia. 
Tasmania. 

Queensland. 

Western  Australia. 
'Tasmania. 

South  Australia 
Queensland. 
Westem'Australia.  • 
Queensland. 

Victoria. 

Queensland. 

New  South  Wales. 
Western  Australia. 
Queensland. 

Tasmania. 

n 

Western  Australia. 
South  Australia. 

New  South  Wales 

n 

tr 

Tasmania. 

Western  Australia. 
South  Australia. 

New  South  Wales.  ’ 
Victoria. 

Western  Australia. 
Queensland. 

Victoria. 

South  Australia 
New  South  Wales. 
Victoria. 


*  Chairman  of  Committees. 


MEMBEES  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES 


PiBST  PaKLIAMENT. — PlKST  SESSION. 

Speaker.— The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  William  Holder,  K.C.M.G. 


Bamford,  Frederick  William  ...  ‘  ••• 

Barton,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  Edmund,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.,  E  u. 

tBatohelor,  Egerton  Lee 

Bonython,  Sir  John  Langdon  ...  ... 

Braddon,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Nicholas  Coventr 

P.C..  K.C  M.G . 

Brown,  Thomas  ... 

Cameron,  Donald  Norman 
•Chanter,  John  Moore 
Chapman,  Austin 
Clarke,  Francis 
Conroy,  Alfred  Hugh 
Cook,  James  Hume  ... 

Cook,  Joseph 

Cooke,  Hon.  Samuel  Winter  ... 

Crouch,  Richard  Armstrong  ... 

Cruiokshank,  George  Alexander 
Deakin,  Hon.  Alfred  ... 

Edwards,  George  Bertrand 
Edwards,  Richard 
Ewing,  Thomas  Thomson 

Fisher,  Andrew  ...  ...  •" 

Forrest,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.  ... 

Fowler,  James  Mackinnon 

Fuller,  George  Warburton 

Fysh,  Hon.  Sir  Philip  Oakley,  K.C.M.G. 

Glynn,  Patrick  McMahon 
Groom,  Arthur  Champion 
tGroom,  William  Henry 
§Groom,  Littleton  Ernest  '  ...  •••  • 

Harper,  Robert 
llHartnolOVilliam  ... 

Higgins,  Henry  Bournes  ...  •" 

Holder,  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  William,  K.C.M.G.  ... 
Hughes,  William  Morris 
Isaacs,  Hon.  Isaac  Alfred,  K.C. 

Kennedy,  Thomas  ...  . 

Kingston,  Right.  Hon.  Charles  Cameron,  P.C,,  K.C. 
tKirwan,  John  Waters 
Knox,  William 

Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  William  John,  K,C.M.G.  — 

Macdonald-Paterson,  Hon.  Thomas 

Mahon,  Himh 

Manifold,  James  Chester 

Manger,  Samuel 

McCay,  Hon.  James  Whiteside 

McColl,  Hon.  James  Hiers 

+McDonald,  Charles  ... 

MoEaoham,  Sir  Malcolm  Donald 
McLean,  Hon.  Allan 
McLean,  Francis  Edw'ai-d 
McMillan,  Sir  William,  K.C.M.G. 

O’Malley,  King 
Page,  James 

*  Gliaimian  of  Oommitteea  t 

t  Decease  reported  8th  Aiig;ust.  S 

II  Sworn  in  4th  April. 


Herbert.  (Q.) 
Hunter.  (N.S.W.) 
South  Australia. 


Tasmania. 

Canobolas.  (N.S.W.) 
Tasmania. 

Riverina.  (N.S.W.) 
Eden-Monaro.  (N.S.W . ) 
Cowper.  (N.S.W.) 
Werriwa.  (N.S^W.) 
l^urke.  (V.) 

Parramatta.  (N.S.W.) 
Wannon.  (V.) 

.  Corio.  (V.) 

Gwydir.  (N.S.W.) 

.  Ballarat.  (V.) 

.  Sth. Sydney.  (N.S.W.) 

,.  Oxley.  (Q.) 

..  Richmond.  (N.S.W.) 

Wide  Bay.  (Q.)’ 

,.  Swan.  (W.A.) 

..  Perth.  (W.A.) 

Hlawarra.  (N.S.W.) 
Tasmania. 

South  Australia. 

Flinders.  (V . ) 

..  Darling  Downs.  (Q.l 
. .  Darling  Downs.  (Q. ) 

..  Memda.  (V.) 

. .  Tasmania. 

Nthrn. Melbourne.  (V.) 

...  South  Australia. 

...  WestSydney.  (N.S.W.) 

...  Indi.  (V.) 

...  Moira.  (V.) 

...  South  Australia. 

...  Kalgoorlie.  (W.A.) 

...  Kooyong.  (V.) 

...  Hume.  (N.S.W.) 

...  Brisbane.  (Q.) 

...  Coolgardie.  (W.A.) 

...  Corangamite.  (V.) 

...  Melbourne  Ports.  (V.) 

...  Corinella.  (V.) 

. . .  Echuca.  (V. ) 

...  Kennedy.  (Q.) 

...  Melbourne.  (V.) 

...  Gippsland.  (V;) 

...  Lang.  (N.S.W.) 

...  Wentworth.  (N.S.W.) 

. . .  Tasmania. 

...  Maranoa.  (Q.) 

Temporary  Chairman  of  CoinmifeteeSt 
Sworn  in  25th  September. 
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Members  of  the  House  op  Representatives. 


First  Parliament— First  Session— coniMw/erf. 

. Capricornia.  (Q.) 

Phillips,  Hon.  Pharez  ...  .  Wuninera  fV  1 

tPieB8e,Hou.  Frederick  William  . Tasmania.' 

Quick,  Sir  John  .  Bendieo  (V  ) 

Reid  Right  Hon  George  Houstoun,p.C.,K.C.  '  East  Sydney. '(N.S;  W.). 

. . ■  . Stlirn. Melbourne.  (V)  ’ 

Salmon,  Hon.  Charles  Carty  ...  ...  ...  Laanecoorie  (V  ) 

lEiriS”'”™"-”:?.'"''"  :::  ;;; 

;;; .  .  e  e  SsT/liV’ 

•Solomon,  Vaiben  Louis  ...  ...  ...  ...  South  Australia 

Thnman’ "■  '  '  ■"  . Barrier.  (N.S.W.) 

. . 

*  T  1  nu  •  '  ***  *•*  Newcastle.  (N.S.W:) 

wiSonie?"^*!”  ;;;  So“in‘''ioT  ’  '  ■ 

wluis  H . DaUey.  (H.S’  W.)  • 

Willis,  Henry  ....  ...  ....  .  Bobertson.  (N.S.W.) 

•  Teinporaiy  Cliairniiui  of  Committees.  t  Deoe.-ise  reported,  6th  Jlarch. 

OPFlOERSi- 

Se«ate.-E.  G.  Blackmore,  C.M.G  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments ;  C.  BEBoydeli.’ Clerk  Assistant’; 
6.  E.  Hpward,  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod.. 

ffouse  0/ Jtepresentati«ea.-C.  G.  Duffy,  Clerk;  W.  A.  Gale,  Clerk  Assistant T.  W'oollard 

Serjeant-at-Arms.  ’ 

Reporlmg  StaJ.—B.  H.  Friend,  Chief  Reporter  ;  D.  F.  Lumsden,  Second  Reporter. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  SESSIOIst. 


SENATE. 

Standing  Ordeks  Committee. — The  President,  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  Senator  O’Connor, 
Senator  Lieut.-Col.  Gould,  Seiiiitor  Sir  J.  W.  Downer,  Senator  Sir  W.  A.  Zeal,  Senator 
Dobson,  Senator  Higgs,  Senator  Harnej’.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901.) 

Temporary  Standing  Orders. — The  President,  Senator  Drake,  Senator  Lieut.-Col.  Gould, 
Senator  McGregor,  Senator  Sir  W.  A.  Zeal.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901  ;  reported  and  report 
adopted  6  June,  1901.) 

Library  CoMmTTEE  {Joint).  —  The  President,  Senator  Drake,  Senator  Sir  F.  T.  Sargood, 
Senator  Sir  J.  H.  Synion,  Senator  Keating,  Senator  De  Largie,  Senator  O’Connor. 
(Appointed  6  June,  1901.) 

Printing  Committee. — Senator  Pnlsford,  Senator  Clemons,  Senator  Pearce,  Senator  Charleston, 
Senator  Dawson,  Senator  Styles.  (Appointed  6  June,  1901.) 

House  Committee  {Joint). — The  President,  Senator  Lieut. -Col.  Neild,  Senator  Eiving,  Senator 
Playford.  Senator  Fraser,  Senator  Cameron,  Senator  Ferguson.  (Appointed  6  June  1901.) 

Steam-ship  Communication  with  Tasmania.  —  Senator  Barrett,  Senator  Drake,  Senator 
Macfarlane,  Senator  Lieut.-Col.  Neild.  Senator  Pearce,  Senator  Pla3’ford,  Senator  Keating. 
(Appointed  26  July,  1901.;  reported  25  September  1902.) 

Elections  and  Qualifications  Committee.  —  Senator  De  Largie,  Senator  Sir  J.  W.  Downer, 
Senator  Fraser ,t  Senator  Glassey,  Senator  Macfarlane,  Senator  Sir  J.  H.  Symon,  Senator 
Walker.  (Appointed  12  June,  1901.) 


HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES. 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  W.  H.  Groom,*  Mr.  A. 
McLean,  Mr.  Beid,  Mr.  V.  L.  Solomon,  and  Mr.  McDonald.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901.)  The 
Chairman  of  Committees.  (From  23  July,  1901.) 

Library  Committee  {Joint). — Mr.  Speaker,  Sir  J.  L.  Bonj^thon,  Sir  E.  N.  C.  Braddon,  Mr. 
Isaacs,  Mr.  T.  Macdonald-Paterson,  Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Mr.  Spence.  (Appointed  5  June, 
1901.) 

House  Committee  {Joint). — Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Glynn,  Sir  M.  D.  McEacharn,  Sir 
William  McMilhin,  Mr.  Piesse,):  Mr.  Salmon.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901.) 

Printing  Committee.— Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Poyuton,  Sir  J.  Quick,  Mr.  E. 
Solomon,  Mr.  Watkins.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901.) 

Decimal  Coinage. — ^Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  W.  H.  Groom,*  Mr.  Mauger,  Mr.  Piesse,t  Sir  J.  Quick, 
Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards;  (Appointed  6  June,  1901.)  Mr.  Hume  Cook,  Mr. 
Fowler.  (From  19  July,  1901.)  Mr.  Paterson.  (From  6  September,  1901.)  (Reported 
4  April,  1902.) 

Elections  and  Qualifications  Committee. — Mr.  Batchelor,  Sir  E.  N.  C.  Braddon,  Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Mr.  W.  H.  Groom,*  Mr.  Kirwan,  Sir  J.  Quick.  (Appointed  5  June,  1901.) 

Bonuses  on  Manufactures  Committee. — The  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs,  Sir  E.  N.  C. 
Braddon,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Mr.  Winter  Cooke,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  L.  E.  Groom,  Mr.  Hughes, 
Mr.  Kirwan,  Mr.  Mauger,  Mr.  McCay,  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Watson.  (Appointed 
2  September,  1902.) 


*  Decease  reported,  8  August. 
X  Decease  reported,  6  Slarch. 


t  Beslgned,  28  Augfuat. 


STATUTES  OF  THE  SESSION. 


Acts  Interpretation  Act  (No.  2  of  1901) —  • 

An  Act  for  the  Interpretation  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  for  shortening  their  language. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  10th  May,  1901.  Assented  to,  12th 
July,  1901.] 

Appropriation  Act  1901-2  (No.  16  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £52,497  to  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  31st  June,  1902,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies  granted  for  such 
year.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  George  Turner,  .Srd  October,  1902. 
Assented  to,  10th  October,  1902.] 

.Appropriation  Act  1902-3  (No.  17  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  to  the  service  of  the 
year  ending  the  30Qi  June,  1903,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies  granted  for  such  year. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  George  Turner,  3rd  October,  1.902.  Assented  to, 

.  10th  October,  1902.] 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Bdiijjinos)  Act  (No.  18  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  for  the  purposes  of 
additions,  new  works,  and  buildings  to  the  service  of  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1903. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives,  3rd  October,  1902.  by  Sir  George  Turner.  Assented  to, 
10th  October,  1902.] 

Audit  Act  (No.  4  of  1901) — 

An  Act  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  the  public  moneys,  the  Audit  of  the  public  accounts, 
and  the  protection  and  recovery  of  the  public  property,  and  for  other  purposes.  [Initiated  in 
House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  George  Turner,  6bh  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  7th  August, 
1901.] 

Beer  Bkcise  Act  (No.  7  of  1901) — 

An  Act  relating  to  Excise  on  Beer.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Kingston, 
24th  July,  1901.  Assented  to,  5bh  October,  1901.] 

'Claims  aoainst  the  Commonweaiith  Act  (No.  21  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  make  temporary  provision  for  enforcing  claims  against  the  Commonwealth,  [Initiated 
in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  2oth  September,  1902,  Assented  to,  10th 
October,  1902.] 

Commonwealth  Electoral  Act  (No.  19  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  regulate  Parliamentary  Elections.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  O’Connor, 
24th  January,  1902.  Assented  to,  10th  October,  1902.] 

Commonwealth  Franchise  Act  (No,  8  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  an  Uniform  Federal  Franchise.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator 
O’Connor,  4th  April,  1902.  Assented  to,  12th  June,  1902.] 

COMMONWEAMH  PURLIC  SERVICE  ACT  (No.  5  of  1902) — 

An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Public  Service.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by 
Sir  William  Lyne,  5th  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  5th  May,  1902.] 

■Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  1  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £491,882  to 
the  service  of  the  period  ending  30th  June,  1901.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives 
by  Sir  George  Turner,  14th  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  25th  June,  1901.] 

•Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  3  of  1901) — 

An  Act'to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £1,010,732  to  the 
ser\^ice  of  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1902,  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by 
Sir  George  Turner,  9th  July,  1901.  Assented  to,  12th  July,  1901.] 

Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  10  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £928,322  to  the 
service  (3  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1902.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by 
Sir  George  Turner,  11th  October,  1901.  Assented  to,  12th  October,  1901.] 
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Statutes  oe  the  Session. 


Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  15  of  1001) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  .Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £410, 707  to  the-- 
service  of  the  j'ear  ending  3Qth  June.  .1902.  ([Initiated  in  House  of.  Representatives  b\' 
Sir  George  Turner,"! 3th 'I)fember7  1901.  Assented' to,'  17th'Dk:emher,“l'901.] 

Consolidated  Reiienue  Act  (No.  1  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £320,955  to  the. 
service  of  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1902.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir 
,  George,Turner,  2,5th  February,  1902.  Assented  to,  26th  February,  1902.] 

Consolidated  Revenue  Act-  (No.  2  of-  1902) —  ' 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £262  415  to  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  30th  .Tune,  1902.  [Initiated  in  Huuse'*of  Representatives  by  Sir- 
,  George  Turner,  21st  March,  1902.  Assented  to.  22nd  Mai-ch,  1902.] 

Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  4  of  1902)—  ■  " 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  fif  £^2,834  to  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  .30th  June,  1902.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  b\'  Sir- 
George  Turner,  24th  April,  1902.  Assented  to,  26th  April,- 1902.] 

C.)iNSOLiDATED  Revenue  Act  (No.  Oof  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £493,944  to  the- 
service  of  the  3'ear  ending  30th  June,  1902.  (Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir 
George  Turner,  28th  Maj',  1902.  Assented  to,  .30th  May,  1902.] 

.  Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  9  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £448,882'  to  the 
service  of  the  y'ear  ending  30th  June,  1902.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  bj'  Sir 
George  Turner,  1.3th  June,  1902.  Assented  to,  19th  June,  1902.] 

Co-NSOLiDATED  Revenue  Act  (No.  10  of  1902)— 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenne  Fund  the  sum  of  £587,219  to  the 

•  service  o(  the  year  ending  .30th  .June,  1903.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir- 
George  Turner,  20th  June,  1902.  Assented  to,  23rd  June,  1902.] 

Consolidated  Revenue  Act  (No.  15  of  1902) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  .£1,365,597  to  the- 
service  of  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1903.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by'  Sir 
George  Turner,  23i-d  September,  1902.  Assented  to,  29th  September,  1902.] 

Co'RONATiON  Celebration  Act  (No.  3  of  1902)— 

An  Act  to  gnuit  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  £23,.350  for  the- 
purpose  of  defraj'ing  expenses  attendant  upon  the  celebration  of  His  M,ajesty’s  Coronation. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  Edmund  Burton,  10th  April, -1 902.  Assented 
■  "•to,  15th  April,  1902.] 

Customs  Act  (No.  6  of  1901) — 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Customs.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by-Mr.  Kingston,. 

•  0th  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  :3rd  October,  1901.] 

Ci.'STOMS  Tartee  Act  (No.  14  of  1902) — 

An  Act  relating  to  Duties  of  Customs.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Kingston,. 
18th' April,  .1902.  Assented  to,  1 6th  September,  1902.  ]  . 

Distillation  Act  (No.  8  of  1901) — 

An  Act  relating  to  Distillation.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by'  Mr.  Kingston,' 

•  9th- August,  1901.  ^Assented  to  5th  October,  1901.] 

Excise  Act  (No.  9  of  1901)— 

An  Act  relating  to  Excise.  [Initiated  iu  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Kingston,  12th 
September,  1901.  Assented  to,  5th  October,  1901.]  •  ' 

Excise  Tartfe  Act  (No.  11  of  1902) — 

An  Act  relating  to  Duties  of  Excise.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representati'ves  by  Mr.  Kingston,. 
18th  April,  1902.  Assented  to,  26th  .July,  1902.] 

GgVEKIfOR-ljENERAL’S  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  (NO.  7  of  1902) — 

.An  Act  relating  to  tjie  Governor-General’s  Establishment.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  by  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  .30th  April,  1902.  Assented  to,  30th  May',  1902.] 
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iMJiiaiiATiON  Rkstuiction  Act  (Xo.  17  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  place  cei'tain  restrictions  on  immigration  and  to  provide  for  the  removal  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  prohibited  immigrants.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir 
Edmund  Barton,  5th  June.  1901.  Assented  to,  23rd  December,  1901.] 

PAcrbTC  Island  Labodkeks  Act  (No.  16  of  1901)— 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation,  restriction,  and  prohibition  of  the  introduction  of  labourers 
from  the  Pacific  Ishuids,  and  for  other  purposes.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Repre.sentatives 
by  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  oth  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  17th  December,  1901.] 

PARLLVJfBNTARY  ALLOWANCES  ACT  (Xo.  20  of  1902) - 

An  Act  relating  to  the  allowance  to  Members  of  each  House  of  the  Paiiiaraeut  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  24th  September,  1902, 
Assented  to,  10th  October,  1902.  ]  • 

Post  and  Tbleoraph  Act  (No.  12  of  1901) — 

An  Act  relating  to  the  postal  and  telegraphic  services  of  the  Commonwealth.  [Initiated  in 
Senate  by  Senator  Drake,  oth  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  16th  November,  1901.] 

Post  and  Telbokapu  Rates  Act  (No.  13  of  1902) — 

An  Act  relating  to  postal  and  telegraphic  rates.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Drake, 
ath  December,  1901.  Assented  to,  Oth  September,  1902.] 

Provekty  for  Public  Purposes  Acquisition  Act  (No.  13  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  proinde  for  the  acquisition  of  property  for  public  pur])oses,  for  dealing  with  the 
property  so  acquired,  and  for  other  purposes  conneet^  therewith.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by 
Senator  O’Connor,  27th  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  12th  December,  1901.] 

Punishment  of  Offences  Act  (No.  14  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  punishment  of  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 
[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Drake,  12th  December,  1901.  Assented  to,  17th  December, 
1901.] 

Royal  Commissions  Act  (No.  12  of  1902) — 

An  Act  relating  to  Royal  Commissions.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr, 
Deakin,  21st  August,  1902.  Assented  to,  8th  September,  1902.] 

Service  and  Execution  of  Process  Act  (No.  11  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  service  and  execution  throughout  the  Commonwealth  of  the  civil  and 
criminal  process  and  the  judgments  of  the  courts  of  the' States,  and  of  other  jiarts  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  for  other,  purposes  connected  therewith.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator 
Drake,  13th  June,  1901.  Assented  to,  16th  October,  1901.] 

State  Laws  and  Records  Recognition  Act  (No.  5  of  1901) — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  recognition  throughout  the  Commonwealth  of  the  Laws,  the  public 
Acts,  and  Records,  and  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  States.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator 
Drake,  1.3th  June,  1901.  A.ssented  to  5th  September,  1901.] 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION 


BOKUSliS  FOB  Makufaotorbs  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Bepresentatives  bj'  Mr.  Kingston,  1st  Ma3',  1902 ;  referred  to  select  com* 
mittee,  2nd  September,  1902.] 

Co^rMOl^wBAMH  Electoiul  Bim. — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Repi’esentatives  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  5th  June,  1901 ;  withdrawn.  See 
Statutes  of  the  Sessimi.  ] 

Commonwealth  Franchise  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  Hou.se  of  Representatives  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  5th  June,  1901;  withdrawn.  See 
Statutes  of  the  Session.] 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  bj'  Mr.  Kingston,  5th  June,  1901 ;  withdrawn.] 

Consolidated  Revenoe  Bill  (No.  1, 1901) — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  bj'  Sir  George  Turner,  11th  June,  1901 ;  laid  aside.] 

Defence  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  5th  June,  1901 ;  withdrawn.] 
Government  Inscribed  Stock  Bilij — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  bj’  Sir  George  Turner,  30th  May,  1902  ;  lapsed  at  proro¬ 
gation.] 

High  Coort  Procedure  Bnx — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  5th  June,  1901 ;  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 
Inter-State  Commission  Bili. — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  5th  June,  1901 ;  withdrawn.] 
Judiciary  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  5th  June,  1901  ;  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 
Loan  Bili, — 

[Initiated  in  House,  of  Representatives  bj-  Sir  George  Turner,  4th  June,  1902 ;  lapsed  at  proro¬ 
gation.] 

Loan  Appropriation  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  George  Turner,  4th  June,  1902 ;  lapsed  at  proro¬ 
gation.] 

Matrimonial  Causes  Bn.L — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  b}'  Senator  Dobson,  11th  September,  1901  ;  withdrawn.] 

Parliamentary  Evidence  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Neild,  9th  August,  1901 ;  withdrawn.] 

Property  for  Puplio  Purposes  Acquisition  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  5th  June,  1901 ;  withdrawn.  See 
Statutes  of  the  Sessiwis.] 

Service  and  Execution  of  Process  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  O’Connor,  10th  May,  1901 ;  withdrawn.  See  Statutes  of  the 
Session.] 


PARLIAMENT  CONVENED. 


FIHST  PAJILIAMENT - ^FIRSl’  SESSION. 


{Gazette  No.  2S.) 


Ihe  I'iist  Parliament  of  The  Commonwealth  of  Australia  was  convened  by  the 
following  Proclamation  : — 

AU.STRAUATOWIT.  By  His  Exccllency  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  op  Hopetoos 
a  Member  of  His  Majesty’s  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council ; 
Knight  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Most  Koble  Order  of  the 
noiETOUN.  Thistle;  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished 

Oi-der  of  Saint  IMichael  and  Saint  George ;  Knight  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order ;  Governor-General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

Whereas  by  Ihe  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Constitution  Act  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted  that  the  Governor-General  may  appoint  such  times  for  holding  the 
Se.ssions  of  the  Parhtunent  as  he  thinks  fit :  And  whereas  by  the  said  Act^it  is 
further  enacted  that  the  Parliament  shall  sit  at  Melbourne  until  it  meet  at  the  seat 
of  Government :  And  whereas  it  is  e-xpedient  now  to  appoint  the  time  for  holding 
tlie  First  Session  of  the  Parliament  of  The  Commonwealth  :  Now  therefore  I,  John 
Adrian  Louis,  Earl  op  Hopetoun,  the  Governor-General  aforesaid,  in  exercise  of 
the  power  confened  by  the  .said  Act,  do  by  this  ray  Proclamation  appoint  Thursday, 
the  mnth  day  of  May  instant,  as  the  day  for  the  said  Parliament  to  assemble  and  be 
holden  for  the  despatch  of  divers  urgent  and  important  affairs.  And  all  Senators 
and  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  all  Officers  of  the  said  Parliament, 
are  hereby  required  to  give  their  attendance  accordingly  atMelbounie,  in  the  building 
known  as-the  Exhibition  Building,  at  the  hour  of  Tivelve  o’clock  noon,  on  the  said 
Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  May,  One  tliousand  nine  hundred  and  one. 

Given  at  Melbourne  tliis  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Loi-d' 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one,  and  in  the  first  year  of  Hia 
Majesty’s  reign. 

By  His  Excellency’s  command, 

EDMUND  BARTON. 

God  save  the  Ejns! 
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[KEPBESENTATITES.] 


Writa. 


Louise  of  Erpresentatibes. 

Thwaday,  9  May,  1901. 


PBOCLAMATIOK. 

Honorable  members  assembled  at  half-past 
eleven  a.in.,  in  a  chamber  in  the  western 
annexe  of  the  Exhibition-building,  Mel¬ 
bourne,  pursuant  to  the  proclamation  of  His 
Excellency  the  Groyemor-Gieneral  convening 
Parliament. 

Thb  Clerk  read  the  proclamation. 

WKITS. 

The  Clerk  announced  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  the  following  letter : — 

Commonwealth  of  Australia, 

Prime  Afinisterj 
Melbourne,  8tb  May,  1901. 

Sm, 

I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Bight 
Honorable  the  Prime  Minister,  to  forward,-  hore- 
'  with,  the  Writs  of  Election  of  76  members  to  servo 
in  the  House  of  Bepresontatires  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Austcaiia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ATLEE  HUNT,  Secretary. 
The  Clerk,  House  of  Bepresentatives,  Melbourne. 

The  writs  were  indorsed  with  certificates 
showing  that  the  following  gentlemen  were 
duly  elected  for  the  States  and.  districts  set 
opposite  their  respectivei names,  viz.: — 

Frederick  William  Bamfbrd,,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of.  Herbert,  in  the  State  of 
Queensland. 

Bight  Hon.  Edmund  Barton,  P.C.,  E1.C., 
for  the  Electorate  of  Hunter,  in  the  State  of 
Hew  South  Wales. 

Egerton  lee  Batchebr,  Esq.,  for  the  State 
of  Soutli  Australia: 

Sir  John  Langdon  Bonython,.  Et.,  for  the 
State  of  South  Australia. 


Writs. 


[9  May,  1901.] 


Writs. 


IT 


Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Nicholas  Coventry 
Braddon,  P.C.,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the  State  of 
Tasmania. 

Thomas  Brown,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Canobolas,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Donald  Norman  Cameron,  Esq.,  for  the 
State  of  Tasmania. 

John  Moore  Chanter,  Esq.,  for  the  Elector¬ 
ate  of  Riverina,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Austin  Chapman,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Eden-Monaro,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Francis  Clarke,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Cowper,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

Alfred  Hugh  Conroy,  Esq.,  for  the  Elector¬ 
ate  of  Werriwa,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Joseph  Cook,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Parramatta,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

James  Newton  Haxton  Hume  Cook,  Esq.-, 
for  the  Electorate  of  Bourke,  in  the  State  of 
Victoria. 

Samuel  Winter  Cooke,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Wannon,  in  the  State  of  Victoi'ia. 

Richard  Armstrong  Crouch,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Corio,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

George  Alexander  Cruickshank,  Esq.,  for 
the  Electorate  of  Gwydir,  in  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Alfred  Deakin,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Ballarat,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

George  Bertrand  Edwards,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  South  Sydney,  in  the  State  of 
New  Wales. 

Richai’d  Edwards,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Oxley,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

Thomas  Thomson  Ewing,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Andrew  Fisher,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Wide  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Forrest,  P.C., 
G.C.M.G.,  for  the  Electorate  of  Swan,  in 
the  State  of  Western  Australia. 

James  Mackinnon  Fowler,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Perth,  in  the  State  of  Western 
Australia. 

George  Warhurton  FuUer,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Illawarra,  in  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Hon.  Sir  Philip  Oakley  Fysh,  K.C.M.G., 
for  the  State  of  Tasmania. 

Patrick  McMahon  Glynn,  Esq.,  for  the 
State  of  South  Australia. 

Arthur  Champion  Groom,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorateof  Flinders, in  the  Stateof  Victoria. 


William  Henry  Gi-oom,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Darling  Downs,  in  the  State  of 
Queensland. 

Robert  Harper,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Mernda,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Henry  Bournes  Higgins,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Northern  Melbourne,  in  the  State 
of  Victoria. 

Frederick  William  Holder,  Esq.,  for  the 
State  of  South  Australia. 

WiUiam  Morris  Hughes,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  West  Sydney,  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Isaac  Alfred  Isaacs,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Indi,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Moira,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Bight  Hon.  Charles  Cameron  Kingston, 
P.C.,  for  the  State  of  South  Australia. 

John  Waters  Kirwan,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Kalgoorlie,  in  the  State  of  Western 
Australia. 

William  Knox,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Kooyong,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Hon.  Sir  William  John  Lyne,  K.C.M.G., 
for  the  Electorate  of  Hume,  in  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Thomas  Macdonald-Paterson,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Brisbane,  in  the  State  of 
Queensland. 

Hugh  Mahon,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Coolgardie,  in  the  Stateof  Western  Australia. 

James  Chester  Manifold,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Corangamite,  in  the  State  of  Vic¬ 
toria. 

Samuel  Mauger,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Melbourne  Ports,  in  the  State  of  Victoiia. 

J^es  Whiteside  McCay,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Corinella,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

James  Hiers  McCoU,  Esq.,  for  the  Elector¬ 
ate  of  Echuca,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Charles  McDonald,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Kennedy,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

Sir  Malcolm  Donald  McEacharn,  Kt., 
for  the  Electorate  of  Melbourne,  in  the 
State  of  Victoria. 

Allan  McLean,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Gippsland,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Francis  Edward  McLean,  Esq.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Lang,  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Sir  William  McMillan,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the 
Electorate  of  Wentworth,  in  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

King  O’Malley,  Esq.,  for  the  State  of  Tas¬ 
mania. 

James  Page,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Maranoa,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 
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Alexander  Paterson,  Esq.,  for  theElectorate 
of  Capricornia,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

Pharez  Phillips,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
iVimmera,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Frederick  William  Piesse,  Esq.,  for  the 
State  of  Tasmania. 

Alexander  Poynton,  Esq.,  for  the  State  of 
South  Australia. 

Sir  John  Quick,  Kt.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Bendigo,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

•  Right  Hon.  GeCrge  Houston  Reid,  P.C., 
K.C.,  for  the  Electorate  of  East  Sydney,  in 
the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

•  James  Black  Ronald,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Southern  Melbourne,  in  the  State  of 
Victoria. 

Charles  Carty  Sidmon,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Latinecoorie,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

William  Bowie  Stewart  Campbell  Sawers, 
Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of  New  England,  in 
the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

Thomas  Skene,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Crarapians,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Bruce  Smith,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Parkes,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

Sydney  Smith,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Macquarie,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

Elias  Solomon,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Fremantle,  in  the  State  of  Western  Australia. 

Vsiiben  Louis  Solomon,  Esq.,  for  the  State 
of  South  Austi'iilia. 

William  Cuthrie  Spence,  Esq.,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Darling,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wjiles. 

Josiah  Thomas,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Barrier,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

Dugald  Thomson,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  North  Sydney,  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Frank  Cwynne  Tudor,  Esq,,  for  the  Elec¬ 
torate  of  Yarra,  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Ceorge  Turner,  P.C., 
K.C.Sl.C.,  for  tlie  Electorate  of  Balaclava, 
in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

David  Watkins,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Newcastle,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

J ohn  ChristianW atson,  Esq.,for  the  Elector¬ 
ate  of  Bland,in  theState  of  New  South  Wales. 

James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate 
of  Moreton,  in  the  State  of  Queensland. 

William  Henry  Wilks,  Esq., for  theElector¬ 
ate  of  Dalley,in  theStateofNewSouth Wales. 

Heniy  AVillis,  Esq.,  for  the  Electorate  of 
Robertson,  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 

VAIJDATION  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  Clerk  read  proclamations  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor-General,  validating 


the  election,  notwitlistanding  various  in¬ 
formalities,  of  certain  members  to  serve  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  States, 
of  Tasmania,  New  South  Wales,  Queens- 
land,’and  Western  Australia. 

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  being 
announced,  was  admitted,  and  delivered  the 
message  that  “  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cornwall  and  York,  authorized  by 
virtue  of  the  commission  of  His  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  King  Edward  the  Seventh, 
desires  the  immediate  attendance  of  honor¬ 
able  members  to  hear  the  commission  read.” 

Honorable  member’s  attended  accordingly, 
and  His  Majesty’s  commission  (vide  p.  6) 
having  been  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the. Parlia¬ 
ments, 

HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE 
OF  CORNWALL  AND  YORK,  HIS 
MAJESTY’S  HIGH  COMMISSIONER, 
said  : — 

“  Gentlemek  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlf.- 

MEN  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

“  My  beloved  and  deeply  lamented  grand¬ 
mother,  Queen  Victoria,  had  desired  tO’ 
mark  the  importance  of  the  opening  of  this 
the  first  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia,  and  to  manifest  her  special  in- 
teiest  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of 
her  loyal  subjects  in  Australia,  by  granting- 
to  me  a  special  commission  to  open  the- 
First  Session. 

“  That  commission  had  been  duly  signed 
before  the  sad  event  which  has  plunged  the- 
whole  empire  into  mourning,  and  the  King,  my 
dear  father,  fully  sharing  Her  late  Majesty’s- 
wishes,  decided  to  give  effect  to  them,  al¬ 
though  His  Majesty  stated,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  opening  his  first  Parliament,  that  a- 
separation  from  his  son  at  such  a  time  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  deeply  painful  to  him. 

“  His  Majesty  has  been  plea.sed  to  con¬ 
sent  to  tliis  separation,  moved  by  his  sense- 
of  the  loyalty  and  devotion  which  prompted 
the  generous  aid  afforded  by  all  the  colonies, 
in  the  South  African  War,  both  in  its 
earlier  and  more  recent  stages,  and  of  the 
splendid  bravery  of  the  colonial  troops. 
It  is  also  His  Majesty’s  wish  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  readiness  with  which  the  ships  of 
the  special  Australasian  Squadron  were 
placed  at  his  disposal  for  service  in  China, 
and  tlie  valuable  assistance  rendered  there  by 
the  naval  contingents  of  the  several  colonies. 

“  His  Majesty  further  desired  in  this  way 
to  testify  to  his  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the 
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■warm  sympathy  e.v;teiided  hy  every  part  of 
his  dominions  to  himself  and  his  family  in 
•the  iiTeparable  lo.ss  they  have  sustained  by 
the  death  of  his  beloved  mother. 

“His  Majesty  has  -watched  witli  the 
deepest  interest  the  social  and  raaterisil  pro¬ 
gress  made  by  his  people  in  Australia,  and 
has  .seen  with  thankfulness  and  heartfelt 
satisfaction  the  completion  of  tliat  political 
union  of  which  this  Parliament  is  the  em¬ 
bodiment. 

“The  King  is  satisfied  that  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  which  have  characterized  the 
exercise  of  the  wide  powers  of  self-govern¬ 
ment  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  colonies  will 
continue  to  be  displayed  in  the  exercise  of 
the  still  wider  powers  with  which  the 
united  Commonwealth  has  been  endowed. 
His  Majesty  feels  assured  that  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  these  powers  will,  if  possible,  en¬ 
hance  tliat  loyalty  and  devotion  to  liis  throne 
and  empire  of  which  the  people  of  Australia 
have  idready  given  such  signal  proofs. 

“  It  is  His  Majest3'’8  earnest  prayer  that 
this  union  so  happilj'  achieved  maj%  under 
God’s  blessing,  prove  an  instrument  for  still 
furtlier  promoting  the  welfare  and  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  subjects  in  AustraUa,  and  for  the 
strengthening  and  consolidation  of  hisempire. 

“Gentle.men  of  the  Sexate  and  Gentlesien 
OP  THE  House  of  Representatives  : 

“  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  convey 
to  you  this  message  from  His  Majesty^.  I 
now,  in  his  name,  and  on  his  behalf, 
declaro  this  Parliament  open.” 

goverhor-geheral’s  speech. 

Calling  op  Parliament. 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVER¬ 
NOR-GENERAL  informed  honorable  mem¬ 
bers  that  he  had  been  desired  by  His 
Majesty’s  High  Commissioner  to  acquaint 
them  with  His  Excellency’s  intention,  when 
they  had  been  sworn  and  had  elected  their 
Speaker,  to  declare  to  them  the  causes  of 
the  Parliament  being  called. 

MEMBERS  SWORN. 

The  following  honorable  mcanbers  then 
made  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance  ; — 

Right  Hon.  Edmund  Barton,  P.C.,  K.C., 
Hunter,  New  Soutli  Wales,  Prune  Minister 
and  Minister  for  External  Affairs. 

Hon.  Alfred  Deakin,  Ballarat,  Victoria, 
Attornej^-G  eneral . 

Hon.  Sir  William  John  .Lyne,  K.C.M.G., 
Hume,  New  South  Wales,  Minister  for 
Home  Affairs. 


Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Turner,  P.C., 
K.C.M.G.,  Balaclava,  Victoria,  Treasurer. 

Bight  Hon.  Charles  Cameron  Kingston,. 
P.C.,  South  Australia,  Minister  for  Trade 
and  Customs, 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  John  Forrest,  P.C., 
G.C.M.G.,  Swan,  Western  Australia,  Minis-  , 
ter  for  Defence. 

Hon.  Sir  Philip  Oakley  Fj^sh,  K.C.M.G., 
Tasmania,  Minister,  without  portfolio. 

Fi’ederick  William  Bamford,  Esq.,  Her¬ 
bert,  Queensland. 

Egerton  Lee  Batchelor,  Esq.,  South  Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Sir  John  Langdon  Bonython,  Kt.,  South 
Australia. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Nicholas  Covenfay 
Braddon,  P.C.,  K.C.M.G.,  Tasmania. 

'Tliomas  Brown,  Esq.,  Canoholas,  New 
South  AVales. 

Donald  Norman  Cameron,  Esq.,  Tasmania. 

John  Moore  Chanter,  Esq.,  Biverina,  New 
South  Wales. 

Austin  Chapman,  Esq.,  Eden-Monaro, 
New  South  Wales. 

Francis  Clai-ke,  Esq.,  Cowper,  New  South 
AVales. 

Alfred  Hugh  Conroy,  Esq.,  Werriwa,  New 
South  Wales. 

Jo.seph  Cook,  Esq.,  Parramatta,  New 
South  Wales. 

James  Newton  Haxton  Hume  Cook,  Esq., 
Bourke,  Victoria. 

Samuel  Winter  Cooke,  Esq.,  AVannon, 
Victoria. 

Richard  Armstrong  Crouch,  Esq.,  Corio, 
Victoria. 

George  Alexander  Cniickshank,  Esq., 
Gwydir,  New  South  Wales. 

George  Bertrand  Edwards,  Esq.,  South 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 

Richard  Edwai-ds,  Esq.,  Oxley,  Queens¬ 
land. 

Thomas  Thomson  Ewing,  Esq.,  Richmond, 
New  South  Wales. 

Andrew  Fisher,  Esq.,  Wide  Baj^,  Queens¬ 
land. 

James  Mackinnon  Fowler,  Esq.,  Perth, 
AVestern  Australia. 

George  AVarhurton  Fuller,  Esq.,  Illawarra, 
New  South  Wales. 

Patrick  McMahon  Glynn,  Esq.,  South  . 
Australia. 

Arthur  Champion  Groom,  Esq.,  Flinders, 
Victoria. 

AVilham  Henry  Groom,  Esq.,  Darling 
Do-wns,  Queensland. 
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Robert  Harper,  Esq.,  Mernda,  Victoria. 

Henry  Bournes  Higgins,  Esq.,  Northern 
Melbourne,  Victoria. 

Frederick  WUluiin  Holder,  Esq.,  South 
Australia. 

William  Morris  Hughes,  Esq.,  West 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 

Isaac. Alfred  .Isaacs,  Esq.,  Indi,  Victoria. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Moira,  Victoria. 

John  Waters  IQrwan,  Esq.,  Kalgoorlie, 
Western  Australia. 

William  Knox,  Esq.,  Kooyong,  Victoria. 

Tliomas  Macdonald-Patersoii,  Esq.,  Bris¬ 
bane,  Queensland. 

James  Chester  Miuiifold,  Esq.,  Coranga- 
inite,  Victoria. 

Samuel  Mauger-,  Esq.,  Melbourne  Ports, 
Victoria. 

James  Whiteside  McCay,  Esq.,  CorineUa, 
Victoria. 

James  HiersMcColl,  Esq.,  Echuca,  Victoria. 

Charles  McDonald,  Esq.,  Kennedy, 
Queensland. 

Sir  Malcolm  Donald  McEacliarn,  Kt., 
Melbourne,  Victoria. 

Allan  McLean,  Esq.,  Gippsland,  Victoria. 

Francis  Edward  McLean,  Esq.,  Lang, 
New  South  Wales. 

Sir  Wilham  McMUlan,  K.C.M.G.,  Went¬ 
worth,  New  South  Wales. 

King  O’Malley,  Esq.,  Tasmania. 

James  Page,  Esq.,  Maranoa,  Queensland. 

Alexander  Paterson,  Esq.,  Capiicornia, 
Queensland. 

Pharez  Phillips,  Esq.,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Frederick  William  Piesse,  Esq.,  Tas¬ 
mania. 

Alex.mder  Poynton,  Esq.,  South  Australia. 

Sir  John  Quick,  Kt.,  Bendigo,  Victoria. 

James  Black  Ronald,  Esq.,  Southern  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Victoria. 

Charles  Carty  Salmon,  Esq.,  Laane- 
coorie,  Victoria. 

William  Bowie  Stewart  Campbell  Sawers, 
Esq.,  New  England,  New  South  Wales. 

Thomas  Skene,  Grampians,  Esq.,  Victoria. 

Bruce  Smitli,  Esq.,  Parkes,  New  South 
Wales. 

Sydney  Smith,  Esq.,  Macquarie,  New 
South  Wales.  • 

Elias  Solomon,  Esq.,  Fremantle,  Western 
Australia. 

Vaiben  Louis  Solomon,  Esq.,  South  Aus¬ 
tralia. 

William  Guthrie  Spence,  Esq.,  Darling, 
New  South  Wales. 

Josiah  Thomas,  Esq.,  Barrier,  New  South 
Wales. 


Dugald  Thora-son,  Esq.,  North  Sydney, 
New  South  Wales. 

Frank  Gwynne  Tudor,  Esq.,  Yarra,  Vic¬ 
toria. 

David  Watkins,  Esq.,  Newcastle,  New 
South  Wales. 

John  Christian  Watson,  Esq.,  Bland,  New 
South  Wales. 

James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Moreton,  Queens¬ 
land. 

William  Henry  Wilks,  Esq.,  Dalle}',  New 
South  Wales. 

Henry  Willis,  Esq.,  Robertson,  New  South 
Wales. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVER¬ 
NOR  -  GENERAL  requested  honorable 
members  to  proceed  to  their  place  of  sitting 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  their  Speaker, 
and  thereafter  to  present  him  for  His 
Excelleucj'’s  approval  at  such  time  and 
place  as  he  might  afterwards  appoint. 

HIS  MAJESTY’S  HIGH  COMMIS¬ 
SIONER  and  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL  having  retired, 

Honorable  members  proceeded  to  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  in  Spring-street,  and 
there  re-assembled  at  half -past  two  o’clock 
p.m. 

Mr.  MACDONALD-PATERSON  (Bris¬ 
bane). — I  move — 

That  Mr.  Frederick  William  Holder  do  take 
the  chair  of  the  House  as  Speaker. 

The  j)osition  to  which  I  propose  that  Mr. 
Holder  should  be  elected  is  a  magnificent 
one,  but  I  think  that  the  honour  will  be 
accorded  to  •  him  unanimously,  because 
honorable  members  will  agree  that  in  elect¬ 
ing  him  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of 
this  House  we  shall  be  putting  the  right 
man  into  the  right  place.  Many  honorable 
members  have  known  Mr.  Holder  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  that  during  which 
I  have  known  him ;  but  I  feel  sure  that  aU 
win  agree  that  the  part  he  has  played  in  the 
advancement  of  the  federation  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  States  has  been  a  great  one.  If  he 
had  been  physically  a  little  stronger  I  think 
his  voice  and  his  presence  would  have  been 
more  generally  heard  and  felt  throughout 
the  States,  but  he  was  prevented  from  taking 
the  opportunity  to  make  himself  more  gene¬ 
rally  known,  for  this  reason,  and  because  of 
responsibilities  which  he  could  not  forsake. 
So  far  as  the  representatives  from  the  State 
of  Queensland  are  concerned,  we  are  unani¬ 
mously  of  opinion  that,  in  electing  Mr. 
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Holder  to  the  position  of  honour  in  which  I 
have  proposed  he  shall  be  placed,  we  shall  be 
choosing  a  man  who  will  do  great  credit  to  it. 
He  is  known  for  his  .suavity  and  urbanity 
of  manner;  he  is  unquestionably  a  man  of 
great  judgment  and  of  large  experience;  and 
although  some  may-  regard  his  nicely- 
balanced  mind  and  quiet  demeanour  as  per¬ 
haps  an  evidence  of  weakness  of  character, 
I  am  sure  that  in  his  heart  and  breast  there 
rests  the  ability  and  vitality  to  be  firm, 
strong,  and  diplomatic.  In  electing  Mr. 
Holder,  Ave  shall  be  choosing  a  Speaker 
who  will  fill  the  position  with  credit  to  this 
assembly,  with  much  honour  to  himself,  and 
with  dignity  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  E.DWAED  BRADDOH  (Tasmania). 
— I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion.  In  common  Avith,  I  think,  all  other 
honorable  members  of  this  House,  I  feel  that 
Mr.  Holder  has,  by  his  services  in  the  cause 
of  Federation,  amply  deserved  all  the  confi¬ 
dence  Ave  can  jiossibly  place  in  him.  I  feel 
that  he  Avill  rule  over  our  proceedings  Avith 
that  dignity  and  that  CA'cn-handed  justice 
which  are  .so  e.specially  required  on  the  part 
of  a  Speaker.  The  only  regret  that  I  have 
ill  this  connexion  is  that  in  electing  Mr. 
Holder  to  the  Speakership,  we  shall  lose  bis 
A'lduable  sei-A'ices  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
I  believe  the  feeling  is  generul  on  both  sides 
of  the  chambei-  that  Mr.  Holder,  by  leason 
of  his  eminent  qualifications,  deserves  the 
high  position  to  Avhioh  it  is  proposed  that  he 
shall  be  elected.  I  think  that  I  can  say  for 
those  Avho  Avill  sit  on  the  left  of  the  chair 
that  Ave  are  entirely  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Holder’s  election,  and  that  Ave  sluill  be 
highly  gratified  to  see  it  come  to  pass. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes).— I  had 
intended  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this 
motion,  in  the  expectation  that  some  honor¬ 
able  member  Avho  had  not  been  mentioned  as 
a  candidate  for  this  high  office  would  liave 
draAvn  attention  to  a  circumstance  connected 
with  this  election,  Avhich  I  think  every  AveU- 
WLSher  of  our  political  institutions  must  haA’-e 
felt  grieved  at.  Every  honorable  member 
must  IiaA'e  become  aware  that,  quite  contrary 
to  e.vpectation,  circular  letters  have  been 
sent  round  to  members  of  both  Houses, 
inviting  them,  in  very  polite  tei’ms,  to  give 
their  support  to  the  candidates,  or  rather  to 
some  of  the  candidate.s,  for  the  two  very 
exalted  positions  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
I  am  not  speaking  noAV  irom  personal  motives, 
although  my  name  Avas  mentioned  as  that  of 


a  possible  candidate  for  tlie  Speakership;  but 
I  desire,  at  this  initial  stage  in  our  federal 
histoiy,  to  record  my  individual  protest 
against  a  system  Avhich  seems  to  me  Avholly 
unbecoming  to  the  ncAv  order  of  things  upon 
AA'hich  Ave  have  entered.  A  great  many 
honorable  members,  and  a  great  many  people 
Avho  are  not  members  of  this  assembly,  hoped 
that  in  dealing  Avith  CommoiiAvealth  afiairs 
Ave  were  going  to  enter  into  a  higher  and 
rai-er  political  atmosphei-e;  but  I  jim  sorry 
to  find  that  some  of  those  Avho  most  fei’- 
A’ently  expressed  that  hope  have  joined  in 
the  encouragement  of  a  state  of  things, 
Avhich,  as  one  of  the  first  steps  in  our  federal 
history,  has  very  much  disappointed  *me.  I 
cannot  think,  for  a  moment,  that  such  emi¬ 
nent  parliamentarians  as  M\-.  Speaker 
Brand,  Mr.  Speaker  Peel,  or  Mr.  Speaker 
Gully,  Avould  have  lent  themselves  to  a 
practice  of  the  kind  to  Avhich  I  allude,  and 
from  Avhat  I  know  of  the  lustory  of  the 
House  of  Commons — and  I  am  sure  that  a 
fuller-  knowledge  of  the  inner  history  of 
that  great  institution  Avould  satisfy  evei-y 
honorable  member  on  the  subject- — I  am 
persuaded  that  any  attempt  at  a  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  sort  Avould  have  been  fatal  to 
an  aspirant  to  the  Speakership  there.  A 
circular  letter  has  been  freely  handed  round 
among  members  Avhich,  having  .seen  it  my¬ 
self,  I  am  bound  to  say  comes  as  nearly  as 
possible,  to  being  Avhat,  among  commercial 
people,  Avould  be  i-egarded  as  a  business 
circular,  setting  forth  in  the  plainest  terms 
the  merits  of  the  candidate,  and  making  an 
appeal  for  support  to  his  candidature.  In¬ 
asmuch  a.s  the  positions  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  President  of 
the  Senate  of  this  great  Commonwealth  ai-e 
next  to  that  of  the  GoA-ernor-Genei-al,  the 
two  highest  oftices  in  the  land,  it  is  just 
as  undesirable  that  this  mode  of  procedure 
should  be  adopted  here,  as  it  Avould  be 
undesirable  that  it  should  be  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  choosing  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Without  desiring  in  any  Avay  to  express  the 
opinion  of  honoj-able  member.s,  as  one  who 
has  taken  a  very  actiA'e  interest  in  the 
struggle  for  the  consummation  of  this  great 
Australian  union,  as  one  who  has  looked 
foi’Avard  Avith  deep,  and  I  may  say  profound, 
pleasure,  and  a  sense  of  honour,  to  occupying 
a  seat  in  one  or  other  of  the  Houses,  and  as 
one  Avho  expected  to  see  realized  the  higher 
and  rarer  atmosphere  of  Avhioh  so  much  has 
been  said  in  the  various  States,  I  am 
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bound  to  .say  that  I  am  very  much  disap¬ 
pointed  that  any  member  should  succeed  hy 
virtue  of  such  a  practice  as  that  to  which  I 
refer.  I  have  notliing  to  say  of  an  in- 
■vidious  character.  I  speak  in  the  most 
abstract  way.  But  I  do  hojje  that  when  this 
House  and  when  the  Senate  have  settled 
down  to  work  out  the  histoiy  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the}'  will,  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  in  the  future,  deprecate 
this  pi-actice  as  strongly  and  as  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  as  they  may  feel  sure  it  would 
have  been  deprecated  in  the  old  country. 
I  satisfy  iny.self  with  recording  ray  indi¬ 
vidual  protest  against  the  practice,  ex¬ 
pressing  the  wish  that  we  may  never  hear 
of  it  being  indulged  in  during  the  future 
history  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Chahjian. — Ear  better  than  j)rivate 
touting  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  CAMERON  (Tasmania). — I  desire 
to  expre.ss  my  deep  regret  that  Mr.  Holder 
is  the  only  candidate  for  the  Speakership. 
I  always  understood  that  he  was  an  ardent 
freetradei',  and,  if  that  be  .so,  it  would  have 
been  far  better  in  the  interests  of  freetrade 
had  he  remained  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
•Vnother  gentleman  who  was  a  candidate 
has  withdrawn,  and  therefore  this  proceeding 
is  of  course  Jiierely  formal.  We  know 
that  it  must  be  so.  I  deeply  regret  it;  and 
liiid  that  other  honorable  member  not  Avith- 
drawn  his  candidature,  I  .sliould  luiA'e  voted 
in  his  favour. 

M!r.  HOLDER  (South  Australia). — I  re¬ 
spectfully  submit  myself  to  the  Avill  of  the 
House. 

M!embers  of  the  House  calling  Mr.  Holder 
to  the  chaii',  he  was  taken  out  of  his  place 
by  Mi-.  Macdoriald-Paterson  and  Sir  Ed  ward 
Bi-addon  and  conducted  to  the  chair. 

Then  Mr.  Spkakish  bluct,  standing  on  the 
upper  step,  said — I  must  express,  as  deeply 
and  clearly  as  Avords  Avill  permit,  ray  deep 
sense  of  the'obligation  Avhich  rests  upon  me 
in  consequence  of  the  honour  Avhich  the 
House  has  unanimou.sly  conferred  upon  me. 
■T  recognise  the  importiince  of  the  position 
to  which  I  haA-e  been  summoned,  and  I 
realize  at  least  some  of  its  responsibilities 
as  well  as  its  liigh  honour.  I  shall  seek  as 
time  may  go  by  to  maintain  the  high  repubv- 
tion  which  the  office  of  Speaker  has  hitherto 
borne  in  all  parts  of  our  great  .Empire.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  though  honorable  mem- 
bei'S  Avill  have  to  express  their  deep  and 
earnest  com^ictions  on  the  various  mattei-s 
that  come  before  the.  House  they  wiU.  express 


them  Avith  due  respect  to  our  standing  orders. 
I  rely,  as  I  am  sure  I  hav'e  a  right  to  rely, 
upon  the  earnest  support  and  as.sistance  of 
eA'ei-}'  member  of  this  House  to  assist  me  in 
maintaining  order  according  to  our  regula¬ 
tions.  I  fim  glad  to  be  able  to  thank  the 
GoA'emment  for  the  excellent  staff  they  have 
placed  at  our  di.sposal,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  by  their  aid,  and  Avith  the  sujiport  of 
honorable  members,  I  shall  be  .able  to  fulfil, 
at  least  to  some  extent,  tho.se  anticipations 
Avhich  liaA'e  been  so  kindly  expressed.  I 
thank  ^lonorable  members  for  the  honour 
they  haA'e  done  me. 

Mr.  BARTON  (Hunter— Minister  for 
External  Affaii-s). — -I  haA'e  to  express  to 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  conjunction  Avith  one 
of  my  honorable  fi-iends  opposite,  Avho  Avill 
follow  me,  the  entire  congratulations  of  this 
Hou.se  upon  the  position  of  dignity  and 
honour  to  which  you  haA'e  attained.  There 
is  no  man  Avho  has  beeiA  a  keen  Avatcher 
of  the  progress  of  the  federal  movement 
in  Australia  who  has  not  become  conscious 
years  ago  of  the  strength  and  force  and  also 
the  persuasive  influence  Avhich  your  adA'ocacy 
has  given  to  that  movement.  Many  of  us 
haA'e  gone  through  that  long  and  arduous 
struggle  with  conflicting  feelings  and 
emotion.s,  but  those  avIio  were  first  in  the 
fight  were  ahvays  able  to  put  a  strong 
reliance  u^jon  each  other,  and  in  that  strong 
reliance  upon  you,  sir,  I  haA'e  .ahvays  found 
my.self  to  be  justified.  Your  long  Piia-ba- 
mentary  experience  and  your  known  ac- 
qu.aintance  Avith  Parliiunentary  usage  and 
practice,  I  take  it,  Avdl  be  considered  to 
eminently  justify  the  selection  of  thisHou.se. 
It  is  true  that  my  honorable  friend,  Avho 
proposed  you  for  this  office,  has  made 
reference  to  the  amiability  Avhich  in  some 
qu.arters  might  be  mistaken  for  Aveakne.ss. 
But  I  am  one  of  tho.se  Avho  believe  that 
courtesy  is  the  fii-st  condition  of  dignity, 
Avithout  which  dignity  the  respect  of  a  great 
free  i-epresentative  assembly  cannot  be  com¬ 
manded.  A.nd  so  I  have  no  fear  for  the 
futui-e.  Sir,  in  that  courtesy  of  yours  which 
is  your  natural  characteristic,  and  which 
is  demanded  of  every  speaker  by  the  tradi¬ 
tions  and  iLsages  and  the  evei-y  day  condi¬ 
tions  of  Parliamentary  action.  The  speaker 
Avho  is  fiot  courteous  to  all  members  of  the 
House  cannot  expect  their  consistent  sup¬ 
port,  for  an  jifli-ont  offered  to  one  is  an 
affront  offered  to  all.  That,  hoAveA'er,  Ave 
cannot  expect  from  you,  but  .so  much  to  the- 
contrary.  We  are  confident  from  your 
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past  that  you  will  uijhold  all  that  is  valu¬ 
able  in  Parliamentary  precedent,  all  that  is 
right  and  just  in  Parliamentary  action,  by 
a  firmness  which  is  perfectly  compatible  with 
that  courtesy  we  all  know  j-ou  to  possess.  I 
must  e.\'pres.s,  also,  ray  personal  gratification. 
From  a  long  acquaintance  with  you — a 
friendship,  I  hope  I  may  say — I  am  able  to 
say  to  those  who  do  not  know  you  as  well 
perhaps  as  I  do,  that  we  are  electing  to 
the  Chair  of  this  House  a  gentleman  and 
an  honourable  and  upright  man. 

■  Sir  WILLIAM  McMillan  (Went¬ 
worth). — On  behalf  of  the  right  honor¬ 
able  member  for  East  S3'dney,  who 
is  prevented  through  illness  from  being 
here  to-day — an  illness  which,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  deplored  by  honorable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House — I  have  the  honour, 
on  behalf  of  the  Opposition  in  this  Chamber, 
to  give  jmu,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  hearty  welcome 
to  that  high  and  dignified  position  to  which 
you  have  been  elected.  It  is  with  mixed 
feelings,  if  j’ou  will  not  misunderstand  me, 
that  I  welcome  jmu  to  that  chair.  Though 
it  is  an  honour  to  our  party  that  one  of  our 
number  should  have  been  selected  for  that 
great  and  liigh  office,  it  is  an  undoubted 
loss  to  us  to  be  deprived  of  one  of  our  most 
brilliant  members.  I  agree  with  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  we  have  in  the  chair  not  only  a  man 
who  is  well  versed  in  parliamentary  prac¬ 
tice,  but  also  a  gentleman  of  highly  honorable 
character — and  character  is,  in  the  long  run, 
tlie  test  of  public  life.  I  also  know,  although 
you  are  a  loss  to  our  .side,  that  for  many 
years  you  have  undertaken  arduous  duties 
in  the  Assembly  of  South  Australia ;  and  it 
is  a  con.so]ation  to  know  that  now  you  are 
resting  and  becoming  non-jjartisan  in  tlie 
strictest  sense,  jmu  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  recruiting  jmur  healtli.  I  hope  that  the 
duties  of  that  chair  will  not- be  so  exti-emelj'^ 
onerous  as  have  been  the  duties  of  Speakers 
in  some  Parliaments  in  Australia,  and  that 
j'ou  will  be  able  to  keep  us  within  reason¬ 
able  hours  in  the  performance  of  our  legi.shi.- 
tive  functions.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratu¬ 
lation  that,  at  this  the  first  event  in  our 
parliamentary  career,  no  acrimonious  debate 
has  taken  phice,  and  that  you  are  elected  our 
S23eaker  and  the  First  Commoner  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  this 
Chamber.  On  behalf  of  the  Oijposition,  Sir, 
I  heartU}^  congratulate  j'ou  on  your  dignity. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).  — I  have  been 
deputed  by  the  members  of  the  labour 


party  to  offer  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  their 
most  .sincere  congratulations  upon  ymur 
accession  to  your  present  high  office. 
After  the  eulogy  that  has  been  •  jpassed 
upon  you  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  say^  more  than  this  —  that 
although  only  a  few  members  of  the  party 
to  which  I  belong  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  ymu  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
jmur  reputation  has  spread  throughout  the 
various  States  of  Australia  to  such  an  extent', 
as  to  in.spire  us  Moth  the  full  hope  and  belief, 
that  you  will  do  more  than  honour  to  the 
position  jmu  now  occupy.  I  can  assure  j'ou 
that  so  far  as  the  labour  jjarty  is  concerned 
you  will  have  eveiy  assistance  in  the 
observance  of  those  rules  which  are  so  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  liberties  of 
the  members  of  this  House.  * 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  thank  the  Prime! 
Minister,  and  the  other  two  honorable 
members  who  have  spoken  for  their  con¬ 
gratulations  ;  and  I  can  only  reiterate  my 
determination  as  far  as  I  can  to  rise  to  the 
heights  to  which  all  too  kindly  honorable 
members  have  desired  that  I  should  attain. 

Mr.  BARTON  (Hunter  —  Minister  for 
External  Affairs). — I  am  commissioned  to 
saj’’  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  will  receive  this  House  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  presenting  their  Sireaker  to  him  at 
four  o’clock  this  afternoon,  at  the  Executive 
Council  Chamber  in  tlie  Treasiuy  Buildings. 
I  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair  now 
until  a  quarter  to  four,  in  order  that  honor¬ 
able  members  may  attend  with  him  at  four 
o’clock.  I  will  also  ask  honorable  members 
to  be  so  kind  as  to  afterwards  form  a 
quorum  to  permit  of  my  moving  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  House  until  to-morrow,  when 
His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  will 
attend  to  declare  the  cause  of  our  being 
summoned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  .shall  leave  the  chair 
until  ten  minutes  to  four,  and  I  will  ask 
honorable  members  to  be  present  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  accompany  me  to  ivait  upon  the 
Governor-General . 

WESTERN  A.USTRALIAN 
CONGRATULATIONS. 

'The  House  having  re-assembled, 

Mr.  BARTON  (Hunter  —  Minister  for 
External  Affairs). — Before  we  jiroceed  to  pre¬ 
sent  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  Governor-General, 
I  would  like  to  say  that  I  have  received  a 
most  jjleasing  telegram  from  West  Aus¬ 
tralia.  It  is  from  the  Premier  of  that 
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colonj’^,  Mr.  G.  Throssell,  find  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

On  behalf  of  Western  Aastralia  I  desire  to  ex¬ 
press  the  ardent  hope  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament,  inaugurated  to-day 
and  so  auspiciously  presided  over  by  His  Royal 
Highness,  may  be  the  precursor  of  a  new  era  of 

Prosperity  for  United  Australia,  and  earn  for  the 
orliament  of  the  Commonwealth  the  honour  and 
respect  of  the  empire.  Western  Australia  will 
watch  your  proceedings  with  the  deepest  interest. 

I  have  caused  the  following  reply  to  be 
sent : — 

Your  graceful  congratulations  are  most  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  Federal  Ministry  and  Parliament. 
The  hopes  of  Western  Australia  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  Commonwealth  are  most  welcome,  and  are 
fully  shared  by  a  Parliament  whose  ideal  will  be 
to  sustain  the  honour  and  deserve  the  respect  of 
Australia  and  the  empire. 

PRESENTATION  OF  MR.  SPEAKER 
TO  THE  GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  Executive 
Council  Chamber,  Ti-easury  Buildings,  there 
to  present  Mr.  Speaker  to  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General. 

The  House  having  re-assembled, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  .said — I  have  to  report 
that,  together  with  a  number  of  honorable 
members,  I  proceeded  this  afternoon  to  the 
Executive  Council  Chamber  in  the  Troasury- 
buildings,  and  presented  my.self  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor-General  as  the 
choice  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
whei’eupon  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
address  me  in  the  following  terms  : — 

Mr.  Speakku. — It  is  with  much  pleasure  tluit 
I  learn  of  the  choice  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Comraouweiilth  Pailiament, 
and  of  3'our  appointment  to  the  high  and  honor¬ 
able  position  of  Speaker  of  that  Chamber.  I 
have  every  confidence  that  you  will  fill  the  office 
in  a  woi-thy  and  dignified  manner. 

HOPETOUN, 

Covernor-CTene™!. 

9  th  May,  1901. 

CONGRATULATORY  MESSAGES. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — His  Excellency  the  Go¬ 
vernor-General  has  handed  me  the  following 
cablegram  which  he  has  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ; — 

His  Majesty’s  Government  welcomes  the  new 
Parliament  tliat  to-day  fcikes  its  place  among 
the  great  legislative  bodies  of  the  Briti.sh  Empire. 
They  feel  confident  it  will  be  a  faithful  inter¬ 
preter  of  the  aspirations  of  a  free  and  loyal  people, 
and  they  trust  that  its  deliberations  will  promote 
the  happiness,  pro.si3erity,  and  unity  of  the  whole 
continent  of  Australia. 


I  have  also  just  now  received  from  the 
Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Assembly 
the  following  telegram  : — 

Pre.sbyterian  General  Assembly,  now  in  session, 
have  united  in  sjDecial  prayers  for,  and  now  offer 
congratulations  to,  first  Piirliament  of  Australian 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  BARTON  (Hunter — ^Minister  for 
External  Affairs). — I  take  it  that  the  House 
will  concur  with  me  in  saying  that  the 
telegram  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  will  receive  proper 
attention.  I  shall  ask  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  to  send  a  suitable  an.swer, 
which,  I  hope,  will  have  the  approval  of  the 
Hou.se.  I  shall  also  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to 
answer  the  telegram  sent  from  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Assembly. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Callixo  of  Parliament. — Standing  Orders. 

— ^Occupation  of  St.\te  Houses  of  P.a.r- 

liament  by  Federal  Parliament. 

Mi‘.  BARTON  (Hunter — Minister  for 
External  Affairs). — The  Governor-General 
will  attend  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven 
o’clock  to  debver  the  causes  of  summoning 
this  Parliament ;  and  I  have  therefore  to 
move — 

That  the  House  at  its  rising  do  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  at  ten  minutes  before  eleven  o’clock. 

Mr.  J.  COOK  '  (Parramatta). — I  take 
advantage  of  this  motion  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question.  It  has  reference  to  the 
standing  orders.  I  understand  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  engaged  for 
some  time  past  in  frammg  a  new  set  of 
standing  orders,  and  I  should .  like  to  ask  if 
he  jnirposes  distributing  them,  and,  if  so, 
when.’  The  question  is  one  of  some  im¬ 
portance.  I  understand  that  the  standing 
orders  will  differ  very  materially  from  those 
of  any  particular  State;  and,  therefore,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  if 
honorable  members  had  them  to  peruse 
before  we  are  called  upon  to  deal  with 
them. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (North  Melbourne).— 
Before  the  Prune  Minister  answer’s,  I  wish 
to  ask  him  if  he  can  inform  the  House  how 
.soon  the  members  of  the  Federal  Parlia¬ 
ment  are  to  have  the  priidleges  of  the 
libniry  and  the  other  rooms  of  this  House  1 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HIGGINS. — I  may  say  I  ask  this 
question  because,  yesterday,  I  wanted  to 
bring  a  book  away  with  me  for  reading,  and 
that  is  a  privilege  that  always  in  my 
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experience  ha.?  been  allowed  to  members  of 
the  State  Parliament.  I  was  informed, 
courteously,  of  course,  by  the  librarian  that 
he  had  received  no  instructions  to  extend 
this  privilege  to  any  member  of  the  Federal 
Parliament.  I  am  quite  sure  there  are  no 
members  of  tliis  House,  or  of  this  Parlia¬ 
ment,  who  wish  in  any  way  to  infringe 
upon  the  privileges  of  members  of  the 
Victorian  Parliament.  We  wish  that  they 
should  have  eveiw  privilege  in  this  building 
Avhich  it  is  possible  to  attord,  but  we  are  at 
present  put  in  the  awkward  position  of  not 
knowing  where  we  are.  AVe  wish  to  know 
the  limits  of  our  privileges,  in  order  that 
we  may  not  be  found  encroaching  on  the 
rights  of  otlier  gentlemen. 

Mr.  BAK.TOH  (Hunter — Minister  for 
External  Affairs),  in  rejDly. — As  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  honoi'able  memlier  for  Parra¬ 
matta  (Mr.  Cook),  I  may  .say  this,  that 
while  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  the 
officers  at  the  head  of  the  tables,  drafted 
a  provisional  set  of  standing  orders,  there 
is  no  idea  of  attempting  to  impose  standing 
orders  on  this  House  without  its  own  con¬ 
sent.  As  soon  as  possible  a  Standing  Ordera 
Committee  will  be  elected.  AVith  regard  to 
the  draft  standing  orders,  they  will  be  laid 
on  the  table  to-morrow,  and  distributed  at 
once.  The  intention  of  the  Government  is 
that,  iis  there  must  be  some  understood 
rules  of  Parliament  to  which  honorable 
members  can  conveniently  refer  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  before  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
can  be  elected  and  sit,  we  shall  ask  honor¬ 
able  members  to  iillow  Mi-.  Speaker  to  accept 
these  provisional  standing  orders  as  a  guide 
to  procedure  until  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  have  dealt  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cook. — ^Without  debate  ? 

Mr.  BARTON. — It  is  the  de.sire  of  honor¬ 
able  members  on  all  sides  that  iui  adjournment 
should  take  place  from  to-morrow  until  the 
21st  inst.  By  that  time  honorable  members 
will  have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  the 
standing  ordei'.s  ;  but  I  ta.ke  it  that  honor¬ 
able  members  will  not  be  anxious  to  have 
two  debates  on  them,  one  then,  juid  another 
when  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  bring 
the  standing  orders  up  for  decision,  and  I 
therefore  inrite  the  forbearance  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  House  in  assenting  to 
the  interim  rule  of  these  standing  orders 
for  Mr.  Speaker’s  guidance  until  we  can 
appoint  a  committee,  but  no  longei’.  I  can 
a.ssure  my  honorable  friend  that  these  draft 
standing  orders  do  not  go  beyond  the  length 


j  of  any  standing  orders  in  e.ri.stence  in  the 
Parliaments  of  Australia.  As  honorable 
members  have  not  the  rules  of  the  House 
of  Commons  at  their  hands,  and,  as  we 
must  have  some  rules  which  are  more  or  less 
familiar  to  them,  it  was  thought  that  a  com¬ 
pilation  which  endeavoured  to  interweave 
what  were  thought  the  best  of  those  of  the 
various  Parliaments  would  be  accepted  on  all 
hands  as  a  reasonable  guide  until  the  Stand¬ 
ing  Orders  Committee  could  deal  with  the 
matter.  That  is  what  we  propose  to  do. 
Tlien  as  to  the  privileges  of  the  library,  the 
honorable  member  for  North .  Melbourne 
(Mr.  Higgins),  has  disked  a  seasonable  ques¬ 
tion.  I  might  make  this  statement :  On 
lOtli  April,  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Premier  of  Victoria,  a.sking  the  Federal 
Government  to  exercise  its  choice  between 
two  places  of  _  meeting,  one  being  rooms 
prepared  at  the  .Exhibition  Building,  and 
the  other  being  this  House  and  its  pie- 
cincts;  After  due  consideration  in  Cabinet, 
I  communicated  with  Mr.  Peacock,  and 
stated  that  the  Federal  Government  would 
prefer'  tir  occupy  this  building.  This  was 
followed  up  by  an  ordinary  Executive 
minute  in  vague  terifis — neces.sarily  vague 
at  the  time,  because  the  actual  terms  had 
not  been  settled — in  whicli  authority  was 
simply  taken  by  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  occupy  this  building,  that 
of  course  being  subject  to  Executive  com¬ 
munication  between  the  two  Governments. 
Subsequently,  there  having  been  some  little 
want  of  understanding,  which  was  quite 
natural  under  the  circumstances  perhaps,  I 
had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Peacock,  and 
with  the  Speaker  of  ■  the  Legiislative  Assem¬ 
bly  of  Victoria,  Mr.  Mason.  It  was  under¬ 
stood  that,  upon  the  result  of  the  conversa/- 
tion  then  held,  an  Executive  minute  would 
be  prepared,  and  pa.ssed  through  by  the 
Government  of  the  State  of  Victoria, 
defining  certain  terms  which  we  had  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  which  included  a  complete  shar¬ 
ing  of  the  privileges  usually  enjoyed  by  the 
members  of  the  State  Parliament,  such  as 
the  use  of  the  library,  the  refreshment-room, 
the  billiard-room,  the  gardens,  and  so  on. 
As  honorable  members  know,  the  celebrations 
have  intervened,  and  I  do  not  think  we  can 
take  it  hardly  of  the  Premier  of  Victoria 
that  we  have  not  yet  received  that  Executive 
minute,  though  I  rather  wish  that  we  had 
received  it.  In  tlie  meantime  we  have 
exercised  the  option  for  the  occupation  of 
the  building,  and,  as  a  matter  of  honour 


26 


Special 


[REPRESENTATIVES.]  Ad/jom'nment. 


between  us  iind  Victoria,  I  take  it  that  we 
are  certainly  entitled  to  an  effective  occu¬ 
pation.  Honorable  ineinbers,  I  think,  fully 
understand  that  on  the  conversations  which 
have  taken  place,  and  the  option  which  was 
exercised  by  us,  they  are  entitled  to  the 
occupation  of  the  library  and  otlier  appur¬ 
tenances  of  this  House  in  common  with 
members  of  the  Victonan  Legislature.  I 
would,  however,  ask  honorable  gentlemen 
uot  to  be  too  pressing,  for  a  day  or  two,  for 
the  occupation  of  other  rooms,  because  as 
honorable  members  of  the  State  Parliament 
have  been  occupying  the  rooms  of  this  build¬ 
ing  ever  since  its  construction,  many  yeai-s 
ago,  there  may  naturally  be  a  little 
feeling  of  homesickness  about  lea^nng 
them,  and  one  does  not  therefore 
want  to  press  these  matters  too  abruptly 
or  too  unkindly.  In  the  meantime,  I 
shall  do  my  utmost  to  secure  that  honor¬ 
able  members  have  the  best  accommodation 
possible.  Certainly  they  are  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  occupying  the  refreshment-room, 
the  library,  the  billiard-room,  and  other 
places  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  always 
on  the  understanding  that  equal  facilities 
are  afforded  to  the  m^bei'S  of  the  Victorian 
Tai'liameut.  That  is  the  position  as  it 
stands  now.  As  for  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  take  it  that  it  is  a  matter  of  honour  with 
Victoria  that  the  offer  of  this  building 
should  not  be  an  empty  gift,  and  that,  there- 
fore,  in  you  I'  high  position  as  the  representa¬ 
tive  and  spokesman  of  this  House,  you  are 
entitled  at  once  to  have  the  necessaiy  accom¬ 
modation  prepared  for  you. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy,  Queens¬ 
land). — M!r.  Speaker — ^ 

•  An  HoNOBAnLE  Mejibub. — The  Premier 
lias  spoken  in  reply. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  cannot  help  that. 

Mr.  SPEAJvER. — The  Prime  Minister 
having  replied,  I  can  allow  no  further  de¬ 
bate. 

Mr.  Mc.DONALD. — Then,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  move 
that  your  ruling.  Sir,  be  disagreed  with. 
Just  now  this  is  purely  an  informal  House, 
and,  under  such  circurastance.s,  .1  must  main¬ 
tain  my  rights. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  recognise  that  there 
are  some  difficulties  connected  with  our 
present  position  ;  but,  until  the  Standing 
Orders  are  laid  on  the  table,  I  must  ask 
honorable  members  to  observe  such  rules 
as  are  common  to  the  procedure  of  eveiy 
legislative  body. 


Mr.  McDonald. — I  ask  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  privileges  of  honor¬ 
able  members - 

Mr.  BARTON. — I  must  point  out  to  my 
honorable  friend  that  the  absence  of  rules 
does  not  mean  that  we  must  have  disorder, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  common  rule. of  Parlia¬ 
ment  that  when  the  mover  of  a  question 
has  replied  the  debate  is  concluded. 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  is  not  so  in 
Queensland.  There  we  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  speaking,  and  we  should  have 
that  privilege  here.  I  intend  to  assert  my 
privileges  in  this  Hou.se,  and  I  do  not  care 
at  what  cost.  I  wish  to  treat  this  House 
with  the  fullest  respect ;  but  while  I  desire 
to  do  this - 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^I  must  ask  the  honor¬ 
able  gentleman  to  resume  his  seat. 

Mr.  McDONAXD. — I  am  going  to. stand 
out  for  my  rights,  and  I  do  not  care  what 
the  cost  may  be.  I  claim  my  right  to  say  a 
few  words  now. 

Mr.  BARTON. — May  I  ask  my  honor¬ 
able  friend  for  a  moment’s  hearing!  The 
ctuaying  of  the  motion  which  has  been 
moved  will  not  .conclude  our  proceedings 
to-day;  there  will  be  the  further  motion 
— “That  this  House  do  now  adjourn,” — 
and  the  honorable  member  can  speak  to  it. 

Mr.  McDonald. — You,  sir,  have 
granted  the  Prime  Minister  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  word  or  two,  'and  I  could  have  said 
what  I  wished  to  say  in  just  as  short  a  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^I  cannot  allow  a  de¬ 
bate  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  McDonald. — it  is  not  a  ciuestion 
of  debate  at  all. 

Honobabce  Mehburs. — Chair  ! 

Mr.  McDonald. — it  is  no  use  calling 
out  “Chair.”  We  have  neither  rules,  nor 
anything  else,  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  that  one  is 
allowed  to  speak  at  all  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  would  again  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  resume  his  seat.  I 
shall  have  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to 
protect  the  Chair  if  the  honorable  member 
persists  in  continuing  his  remarks. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  do  not  know  how 
he  is  going  to  protect  the  Chair  if  I  like  to 
continue  my  protest. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Proposed  Standing  Orders. 

Motion  by  Mr.  Barton  proposed — 

That  tlie  House  do  now  adjourn. 


A^ownment. 
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'  Mr.  McDonald  (Kennecl}^  Queens¬ 
land). — I  understand j  that  this  is  the  stage 
at  which  I  can  say  a  word  or  two.  We 
were  distinctly  told  by  the  Premier  that  the 
object  the  Ooveimment  had  in  view  was  to 
take  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  Legisla¬ 
tures  of  the  various  States,  and  fioni  them 
to  formulate  Standing  Orders  for  the  conduct 
of  business  in  this  House:  Having  said 
that,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  objected 
to  my  saying  anytlung  at  all,  simply  because 
he  had  spoken  in  reply.  It  is  a  common 
thing  in  the  QuceiLsland  Assembly  for  an 
hpnorable  member  to  speak  after  the  mover 
of  a  motion  has  spoken  in  reply ;  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  might  have  been 
excused  for  trying  to  take  the  opportunity 
to  speak.  I  did  not  wish  to  put  .you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  any  uncomfortable  imsition,  or 
'  to  be  disiespectful  to  this  House.  What  I 
wanted  to  know  was  this :  We  are  going 
to  meet  here  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven 
o’clock  without  any  Standing  Oidens.  We 
do  not  know  even  what  a  quorum  is. 
There  may  be  ten  members  present,  or 
there  moy  be  a  full  House. 

•  Mr.  Bahtox. — ^The  Constitution  enacts 
what  a. quorum  shall  be. 

Mr.  MCDONALD.— Well,  that  may  be 
so;  but,  at  any  rate,  we  are  expected  to 
deal  to-morrow  morning — almost  in  a  few 
minutes — with  standing  ordei's  of  a  tem- 
]^raiy  chai-octer,  and  the  Freniiei’  asks  us 
tlo  take  them  without  debate. 

•  Mr.  Babton. — did  not  say  so.  I  .said 
that  I  should  lay  the  propped  standing 
orders  on  the  table  to-morrow  morning,  that 
tiiey  would  be  ofterwaids  distributed,  and 
that,  when  we  met  on  the  2l8t,  I  should  ask 
honorable  members  to  accept  tbo.se  stand¬ 
ing  order's  for  the  short  interval  that  must 
elapse  befoi-e  the  Standing  Order's  Committee 
can  get  to  work. 

Mr.  McDON  ALT). — If  my  memory  does 
not  deceive  me,  the  right  honorable  gentle¬ 
man  said  that  he  hoped  there  would  not  be 
two  debates  on  the  standing  order's. 

Ml'.  Bahton. — Hear',  hear. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^I  think  tliat  is  the 
very  reason  why  we  sliould  liave  the  proposed 
standing  or-ders  the  fir'st  thing  to-morrow 
morning. 

■  Mr.  Baktox. — Honorable  member's  will 
have  tlrem  then. 

•  Mr.  McDonald. — l  am  sorry  that  the 
Government  did  not  lay  them  on  the  table 
to-night,  so  that  by  to-morrow  morning  we 
might  know  exactly  wlrat  they  contain. 


The  right  honorable  gentleman  does  not  for 
one  moment  suppose  that  when  we  get  the 
standing  order's  we  shall  be  able  to  take  in 
dt  a  glance  exactly  what  is  proposed.  Ther'e 
may  be  very  objectionable  features  in  them, 
and,  08  I  have  Lad  considerable  diffierdties 
in  connexion  with  standiirg  orders  in  another 
State,  I  am  not  going  to  allow  any  standing 
orders  to  pass  in  this  House  without  enter¬ 
ing  my  protest  against  them. 

HoxoitABLE  Meubebs. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^I  was  going  to  say, 
without  enter'ing  my  protest  against  such 
standing  orders  as  I  may  consider  undesir¬ 
able.  In  some  of  the  States  there  are  in 
force  the  most  iniquitous  standing  orders 
that  wer'e  ever  framed  in  any  Briti^-speak- 
ing  community ;  and  how  am  I  to  know  at 
the  present  time,  seeing  what  a  conservative 
mind  the  Prime  Minister  has,  that  we  may 
not  be  asked  to  pass  such  standing  oi'ders 
to-morrow!  Under  the  circumstances,  I 
want  to  have  the  opportunity  to  look  through 
any  standing  orders  that  may  be  proposed. 
The  question  I  desired  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  was  :  Will  an  opportunity  be  given 
us  to  do  so  7  Will  the-  right  honorable 
gentleman  try  to  let  honorable  members  have 
copies  of  the  standing  orders  to-night,  so  that 
we  may  have  an  oppoHunity  to  glance  over 
them  before  to-morrow  morning  ? 

Mr.  BABTON  (Hunter — Minister'  for  Ex¬ 
ternal  Affairs),  in  reply. — Even  a  gentleman 
of  a  conservative  turn  of  mind  is  entitled  to 
have  ordinary  allowances  mode  to  him.  I 
am  not  aware  that  my  mind  is  conservative. 
It  has  been  miscalled  so,  in  spite  of  my  state¬ 
ments  to  the  contrary,  by  some  who  do  not 
know  me,  and  who  do  not  understand  me. 

An  Honorable  Meubrk. — ^And  who  do 
not  know  the  meaning  of  the-woi'd. 

Mr.  BABTON. — And  who  do  not  know 
the  meaning  of  the  woi'd.  Tliei'e  never  was, 
and  tliere  is  not  now,  any  intention  of 
thrusting  the  proposed  standing  oi'ders  upon 
honorable  membei-s  without  consideration. 
1  never  said  that  that  would  be  done, 
though  I  have  been  misrepresented  as  say¬ 
ing  so.  It  is  not,  however,  customary  at  a 
sitting  like  this,  when  tiie  election  of  a 
Speaker,  his  presentation  to  the  Governor- 
General,  and  the  consequent  adjournment, 
is  the  business  of  the  House,  to  take  steps 
for  the  active  pi'osecution  of  parliomentaiy 
work.  It  may  bo  so  in  Queensland,  but  it 
is  not  so  in  most  Parliaments.  I  shall  lay 
the  standing  orders  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  at  what  I  take  to  be  the  proper  time 
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